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Mass Times
Vigil Saturday:  6pm
Sundays:   9 am & 11 am
Working Holy Days: 10 am & 7.30 pm
Monday to Saturday: 10 am
Fr Colin Doocey Adm. Pro Tem

Baptism
Luca Tom Chauveau
We welcome him into the Christian Family

FIRST FRIDAY VISITS TO THE HOUSEBOUND
Please contact Fr Colin Doocey at 086-8136877, if you or a 
relative would like to receive the Blessed Sacrament in your 
home on First Fridays.

ONLINE ADVENT RETREAT
Reflect on the great  ‘O Antiphons’ used in Evening Prayer 
and Mass during the second part of Advent. Watch an online 
talk each day from Dec. 16th
Register now!
enquiries@prioryinstitute.com        www.prioryinstitute.com
Tel : +353 1 404 8124

Holy Hour to Pray for Vocations – Tues 26th November 
3 – 4pm in Sisters of Bon Secours Convent Chapel, College 
Road with refreshments after. All welcome. Further info call 
0872209994 or email eavopost@gmail.com.

Entrance
How Great Thou Art
O Lord my God, When I in awesome wonder,
Consider all the worlds Thy Hands have made;
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,
Thy power throughout the universe displayed.
 
Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to Thee,
How great Thou art, how great Thou art.
Then sings my soul, My Saviour God, to Thee,
How great Thou art, how great Thou art!
 
When Christ shall come, with shouts of acclamation,
And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart.
Then I shall bow, in humble adoration,
And then proclaim: “My God, how great Thou art!”
 
Recessional
Amazing Grace
Amazing grace, how sweet the sound,
That saved a wretch like me.
I once was lost but now I’m found,
Was blind, but now I see.
 
T’was grace that taught my heart to fear.
And Grace, my fears relieved.
How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed.
 
Through many dangers, toils and snares
I have already come.
Tis Grace that brought me safe thus far
and Grace will lead me home.

Christmas Open House, Bride Park Cottage, Killumney
DJ Murphy is holding his Christmas Open House over the 
last 2 weekends in November. The charities to benefit are 
Marymount University Hospice & Alzheimer’s Day Care Centre, 
Bandon. Seasonal refreshments will be served. Opening 
Dates and Times: Sun 24th & 28th Nov & Sun 1st Dec.  Thurs & 
Fri: 6pm - 10pm.  Sat: 2pm - 9pm.   Sun: 12pm – 8pm.

COBH PARISH NEWSLETTER 

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE 

24th NOVEMBER 2019  

FEAST OF CHRIST THE KING 
This Sunday is the last Sunday of the liturgical 
year.  We look back in thanksgiving for all the 
blessings The Lord has given us over the past 
twelve months, and we place all our cares before 
Him today.  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
will take place today, Sunday, from 3.00pm - 
6.00pm in the Cathedral in honour of Christ the 
King.  All are welcome to drop in and spend 
some time in prayer before Our Lord. 

SEE YOUR LIFE THROUGH  
THE LENS OF THE GOSPEL 

T oday’s feast puts before us Jesus as a 
person who never used power for his own 
selfish advantage. Who have you known 

who used power for the benefit of others rather 
than for their own self-interest? When have you 
used power in this way? 
2. The power of God is shown in an unexpected 
way in the Crucifixion; not in a wonderful display 
of spectacular dominance, but in Jesus sharing 
our human weakness. When has the honesty of 
another sharing his/her human vulnerability with 
you had a powerful effect? When has your 
honesty in that way had a positive effect on 
another? 
3. Jesus is an example of someone who is 
apparently helpless. In human terms, he was 
powerless. It was his trust in the love of God for 
him that helped him through. It was only later, 
with the hindsight of the resurrection, that the 
moment of helplessness could be seen as one in 
which the power of God was present. Have you 

had experiences on which you can look back now 
and see that the power of God was at work in 
your moments of helplessness? 
4. We may also identify with the good thief, 
reaching out in support of the innocent Jesus. 
Who has reached out to you when you  
experienced unfair treatment? To whom have you 
reached out in that way? 
5. The scene also puts before us the liberating 
power of forgiveness. The forgiveness of Jesus 
brought new life to the criminal hanging on the 
cross with him. When have you found that 
forgiveness given, or received, was a source of 
new life for yourself or for others? 

John Byrne, OSA, Intercom, November 2019    
ANAM CARA CORK 

Anam Cara the organisation that supports 
bereaved parents, is holding a Parent Evening on 
4th December at 7:20pm in The Clayton Hotel, 
Cork City.  
This is a free event and open to all bereaved 
parents. 

WHAT THE PAPERS SAY...

BLACKROCK VINCENT DE PAUL
SATURDAY 7th December 2019 & 

SUNDAY 8th December 2019

Reflections
1. Today’s feast puts before us Jesus who never used power to 
his own advantage. Whom have you known who used power
for the benefit of others rather than for their own self-
interest? When have you used power in this way?
2. The power of God is shown in an unexpected way in the 
Crucifixion, not in a wonderful display of spectacular
dominance, but in Jesus sharing our human weakness. 
When has the honesty of another sharing his/her human 
vulnerability with you had a powerful effect? When has your 
honesty in that way had a positive effect on another?
3. Jesus is an example of someone in apparent helplessness. 
It was his trust in the love of God with him that helped 
him through. It was only later with the hindsight of the 
resurrection that the moment of helplessness could be seen 
as one in which the power of God was present. Have you had 
experiences on which you can look back now and see
that the power of God was at work in your moments of 
helplessness?
4. The scene also puts before us the liberating power of 
forgiveness. The forgiveness of Jesus brought new life to the
criminal hanging on the cross with him. When have you 
found that forgiveness given, or received, was a source of 
new life for yourself or for others?

Some Inspiration

On this Sunday, we complete the year of Luke. In fact, 
many of the themes of Luke are echoed in Sunday’s 

gospel: Jesus the prophet martyr, compassion and hope, the 
today of salvation, the use of “unlikely” characters and so on.  
 It might be a good time to reflect on the year as a 
whole, with Luke’s marvellous stories illustrating the tender 
mercy of our God, the dawn from on high (Luke 1:78).

We would ask parishioners to be good enough to 
switch off mobile phones during Mass. 
Thank you

Thought for the day

In A. A. Milne, we read the following scrap of dialogue:
“What day is it?” It’s today,” squeaked Piglet. “My 

favourite day,” said Pooh. 
Today has to be our favourite day because it is the only 
day we’ll ever have.  As St Augustine alarmingly noticed, 
the past is over, the future is not yet and the present, 
fleeting moment is the future becoming the past. And 
yet, this flying time is our “today of salvation,” a day like 
no other, not to be repeated. See, now is the acceptable 
time; see, now is the day of salvation! (2 Corinthians 6:2) 
The pulse of life is the heartbeat of God.
Prayer
In this present moment, Lord, help us to put our fingers on 
the pulse of life, living fully life in abundance. Amen.

Parish Café
Coffee/Tea morning is held at the Parish Centre 
each Thursday morning from 10.30am to 
approximately 11.15am. It is a very pleasant 
gathering with lots of chat. A warm welcome and friendly 
company is guaranteed.

K O’Mahony OSA

Today’s Hymns

All are invited, especially 
the children, to bring the 

Baby Jesus figure (Bambinelli) 
from their homes to the 

Family Mass on 15th 
December to be blessed and 
then on Christmas Eve to be 

placed in the Crib.
The blessing will consist of 
a short prayer at the end of 
11am Mass followed by a 
blessing with Holy Water.

Bambinelli Sunday
A Christmas Blessing

Anam Cara Cork the organisation 
that supports bereaved parents, 
is holding a Parent Evening on 
4th December at 7:20pm in The 
Clayton Hotel, Cork City. This is a 
free event and open to all bereaved parents.

Messenger              Holding on to Christmas.
Tablet of 23/11         Pope presses tech firms to tackle online 
child abuse.
Tablet of 16/11         Pope Francis reveals the lowest moment 
of his pontificate to Austin Ivereigh.
Irish Catholic           (1) David Quinn: Why don’t RTE ask 
young people to strike to end homelessness?
(2) Breda O’Brien: Donald Trump is the least religious 
president ever - he has made politics uglier and more 
vindictive.
Catholic Voice         (1) When Jesus revealed 23 secrets of 
‘Spiritual Warfare’ in a vision to St. Faustina
(2) Is Australian public opinion shifting in Cardinal Pell’s 
favour?
Catholic Herald        (1) Fr. Michael Rennier:  Writing homilies 
often leaves me shaken
(2) George Weigel:  The post-Vatican II Civil War
Universe                   The Church reaches out to everyone who 
has experience pain of suicide
Catholic Times          (1) 22/11/1963  --  A November day fixed 
in our memories  (2) Caritas in Action --  Awareness project 
launched to help vulnerable women
 

Christmas Fayre @ St. Benedict’s Priory’s, Cobh
On Saturday 7th December from 12-5pm.  Lots of 
homemade goodies, unique handmade Christmas gifts and 
decorations, raffle.  Santa will be in attendance.  Admission 
€3, includes tea and cake. Children get in free!

Invitation
To a talk being hosted by the Bandon Pro-Life Group.

The Talk entitled ‘What we owe Christianity’ will be given 
by David Quinn, Columnist & Director of The Iona Institute 
at the Munster Arms Hotel, on Monday, 25th November 
@ 7:30pm. David will discuss how Christianity has left a 
massive moral imprint on us, so much so, that even some of 
the Church’s worst critics actually draw on Christian morality 
when attacking the Church, but don’t realise this fact.

BLACKROCK ST PIO PRAYER GROUP
Next meeting of the Blackrock St Pio Prayer Group will take 
place on Wednesday 27th November 2019, Ardfoyle Convent, 
Blackrock.  Rosary 19:45hrs Mass 20:00hrs. All welcome. 

AUTISM TRAINING ON 4th DEC 2019
Dr Susan Crawford: PhD, Masters in Teaching and learning, 
BSc Sport & Exercise Science, SMT,  RGN, RM. Susan is 
an autism spectrum disorder expert who specialises in 
developing skills for children and adults on the spectrum. 
She is also a researcher, motivation speaker, author and 
mother to a young man Tomas who has ASD. Susan has 
addressed audiences all over the world about ASD and 
programme planning.   See further details on www.
getautismactive.com.  Date: 4th Dec. Time: 6-8pm. Venue: 
Family Resource Centre, Mahon, Cork. Cost: €25. To Register: 
Contact Jenny on 021-4358866 Email: info@frcentre.ie.
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Email : info@stmichaelsblackrock.ie          Website: www.stmichaelsblackrock.ie   
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmichaelsblackrock   |   Parish Mobile No. (086) 813 6877

Thought for the day
It is possible to contrast the various philosophies and 
religions as systems of ideas and as ethical paradigms.
What is distinctive of Christianity, however, is the 
centrality of the person of Jesus. In his own ministry, 
he proclaimed the Good News of the reign of God. The 
Good News for Paul is Jesus’ death and resurrection. 
Christianity is different: we have not only a message but 
a person to proclaim.
Prayer
O Christ, you stand at the very centre of our existence as 
believers. Show yourself to us and help us to know you, 
love and serve you. Amen.

BAPTISMS:  Saturdays 4 pm - 2 weeks notice required.
MARRIAGES: Minimum 3 months notice required by 
Church and State, pre-marriage course required

WEEKLY MASS LEAFLET UPDATES:
Email to : info@stmichaelsblackrock.ie

Mass Times
Vigil Saturday:  6pm

Sundays:  9 am & 11 am

Working Holy Days:  10 am & 7.30 pm

Monday to Saturday: 10 am

K. O’Mahony OSA

CATHOLIC PAPERS SUMMARY

The Readings
VUCA is an already old (1987) acronym for volatility, 
uncertainty, complexity and ambiguity. It is being dusted 
down again to help us name the times in which we find 
ourselves.

Illustrations are not too hard to pile up: the growing threat 
to democracy around the globe, the deeps splits evident 
in societies, the lack of trust in political structures (both 
national and international), manipulation of the truth, the 
inability to see a way forward, the refugee crisis, increasing 
environmental harm and so on.  The church — living in the 
midst of society — is not at all immune to VUCA. It would be 
easy to lose heart. What is being asked of us as believers?

The feast of Christ the King confronts that sense of chaos 
and confusion — ‘I am the Alpha and the Omega’ says 
the Lord God, who is, who was, and who is to come, the 
Almighty. Such a mighty conviction of purpose and 
meaning would be useless if it were a blinkered denial of 
the real. Authentic faith cannot be reduced to comforting 
escapism. Rather, what is asked of us today — as it 
was of Jesus himself — is to live fully in the real world, 
transforming it from within with the vision of faith, hope 
and love. Engagement, not escape, is the key. 

The SVP Annual 
Christmas Collection 
will take place on 9th December 
next. In the run up to the 
appeal this year, St Michael’s 
Conference SVP are hoping to 
collect basic items to make up 
hampers for needy families. We 
have placed a box in the church 
for donations.  A list of items 
that we need has been placed 
on Noticeboards in the church.  
If people when they do their 

weekly shop, would please consider buying and donating 
one additional item, this will help in a very practical way.
Thank you

Handel’s Messiah at Gurranabraher Church - 
December 2nd 2018

The East Cork Choral Society will perform Handel’s 
‘Messiah’ at Ascension Church, Gurranabraher on Sunday, 
December 2, 2018 @ 8pm. The soloists will be: Mary 
Hegarty – Soprano; Sarah-Ellen Murphy – Alto; Peter Stobart – 
Tenor; Timothy Emberson – Bass. East Cork Orchestra – Eithne 
Willis, Leader. The Conductor of East Cork Choral Society is 
Colin Nicholls. Admission - €20.
The East Cork Choral Society has kindly agreed to give all 
proceeds from the event towards clearing our Church debt. 
Tickets are now available at Gurranabraher Parish Office, 
Pro Musica in Oliver Plunkett St. and from East Cork Choral 
Society members. Further Information at 021 430 3655.

Messenger                 Family Life:   The Joy of Love
Tablet                         (1)  Modern Slavery - Blueprint to 
combat human trafficking (2)  Central African Republic - 
Christians massacred in cathedral grounds
Irish Catholic              (1)  Book review:   Nano Nagle:  
The Life and the Legacy (2)  Bishop Kevin Doran on the 
importance of mission in the lives of our parishes
Catholic Voice           (1)  Pro-life victory -  Kenya orders 
Marie Stopes to ‘cease’ all abortion services
 (2)  Great Saints of History - What their lives can teach us 
in these troubled times
Catholic Herald         (1)  We need an answer to idolatrous 
nationalism, but don’t look to Emmanuel Macron
 (2)  What Catholics lose when they leave the Church
Universe                   St. John Paul II blessing which hangs 
on kitchen wall helped me get through brain tumour 
battles, says Russell Watson

Reflections
 1. The feast we have today and the gospel 
give us an opportunity to reflect on the different 
ways in which we, and others, exercise influence and 
leadership. The authority of Pilate came from position 
and power. The authority of Jesus came from his 
integrity and what he stood for. Recall leaders you 
have known whose influence was like that of Jesus.
 2. The values of the kingdom of God cannot 
be imposed. It is never a matter of fighting battles, 
or forcing others into compliance. Perhaps through 
experience you have learned the limitations of the
use of force, as a parent, a teacher, a group leader. What 
has been the good news, the learnings for you, in this?
 3. Jesus came to bear witness to the truth and 
we are all created for a purpose. What do you believe 
is the purpose of your life? Recall times when you have 
been able to bear witness to this. What fruit has this 
witness had for yourself and/or others?

Recently Deceased
Helen Sheehan, Blackrock Road
May the light of heaven surround her always.

PLEASE JOIN WITH OUR CHOIR IN THE SINGING

On Eagles Wings
And He will raise you up on eagle’s wings,
bear you on the breath of dawn,
make you to shine like the sun,
and hold you in the palm of His hand.
 
You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord,
Who abide in His shadow for life, say to the Lord:
‘My refuge, my rock in whom I trust!’
 
Now thank we all our God,
Now thank we all our God,
with heart and hands and voices,
who wondrous things has done,
in whom his world rejoices;
who from our mother’s arms
has blessed us on our way
with countless gifts of love,
and still is ours today.
 
O may this bounteous God
through all our lives be near us,
with ever-joyful hearts
and blessèd peace to cheer us;
and keep us in his grace,
and guide us when perplexed,
and free us from all ills
in this world and the next.

Today’s  Hymns
DO THIS IN MEMORY PROGRAMME

Scoil Ursula 6pm Vigil Mass Saturday, November 24th & 
Beaumont Boys & Girls 11am Mass on Sunday 25th.

CHRISTMAS COFFEE MORNING, RAFFLE & CAKE 
SALE IN AID OF MARYMOUNT HOSPICE. SUNDAY 
2ND DECEMBER, 2018 BALLINLOUGH COMMUNITY 
CENTRE. STARTING 9.30AM.

Advent Retreat
On Saturday, 15th December with Fr Mossie Kelleher SMA in 
the Sisters of Bon Secours Convent College Road. 10am to 
5pm with light lunch. Booking essential. Email eavopost@
gmail.com or call 0872209994

Cork Association for Autism will hold our annual Carols 
by Candlelight event on Friday the 7th of December at 
8pm in St. Patrick’s Church, Lower Glanmire Road, Cork 
City. The Cork Association for Autism provide support 
services to over 300 individuals in Cork affected by Autism. 
These services include residential, respite, day service, 
home supports and an Asperger Support Service. Tickets 
can be purchased through www.corkautism.ie or by email 
d.murphy@corkautism.ie or by calling 021 453 3642.

CHRISTMAS DUES ENVELOPES
Are available for collection in the Sacristy.

SECOND COLLECTION W/E OF 24th/25th NOVEMBER
To cover the shortfall of the costs for the World Meeting 
of Families and the visit of Pope Francis to Ireland.

BLACKROCK ST PIO PRAYER GROUP
Next meeting will take place on Wednesday, 28th 
November, Ardfoyle Convent, Blackrock.  Rosary 19:45hrs. 
Mass 20:00hrs. All welcome.  
Anne O’Sullivan, Prayer Group Leader.

Cork Alzheimers Café
Is a safe place for people with 
Alzheimers and other dementias, 
their carers, family and friends, 
along with social and health professionals to meet. Last 
Friday of each month 1.30 - 3.30pm in St Finbarr’s Hospital, 
Douglas Road. Light refreshments provided free of charge. 
All welcome. Friday 30th November - the next meeting. Info 
from bettycogan@hotmail.com

EVENTS AT NANO NAGLE BIRTHPLACE
Sat 1st Dec: ‘A Ray of Hope’ for people who for various 
reasons find celebrating Christmas a challenge. 10am — 
12:30pm incl. tea/coffee. Booking required. Nano Nagle 
Birthplace 022 26411
Sat 8th Dec: ‘What’s all the Fuss about Anyway?’: Advent 
afternoon of prayer and reflection in an atmosphere of 
silence as we prepare to welcome the Christ child. A mixture 
of guided prayer and time for your own reflection. 2pm— 
5pm €20 incl. tea/coffee. Booking Required. Nano Nagle 
Birthplace 022 26411 www.nanonaglebirthplace.ie

DECEMbER HOly HOuR to pray for vocations – Saturday 
1st December  from 3 to 4pm  will be  hosted by the 
Daughters of Charity, in the Convent Chapel at St Louise’s 
Convent,  Knocknaheeny.  All are welcome – refreshments 
will follow the time of prayer.

Baptisms 
Edward James Doherty
Leo Jay Przybylski
We welcome them into the Christian Family

Make a stand for Faith and Freedom

#RedWednesday
Wear Red on Wednesday 28th November

Make a stand for 
Faith and Freedom

Wear Red on  Wednesday 27th November

#RedWednesday

Scoil Ursula 
6pm.   Vigil Mass on Sat 23rd. Nov.
Beaumont Boys & Girls 
Sunday 11.00am.  Mass on 24th.

Jesus said: ‘Truly I 
tell you,

today you will be 
with me in 
Paradise.’

Photo: Jerry Creedon,
Stained Glass 

Cobh Cathedral.


