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Mass Times A brief introduction on Sunday's readings Some inspiration Thought for the day
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Tuesday & Friday: 9.30 am
Baptisms are held on the 2nd and 4th

Saturdays of each month at 4pm.
Fr. Michael Keohane Co-PP
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Deceased
Daniel (Donal) McCarthy. Buckleys Meadow.
Rest in Peace

Baptisms
Eabha Anne O’Shea.
Welcome to the Christian Family.

First reading Isaiah 55:1-3

Our reading is an invitation, an appeal, to recognise deeper
hungers and not to be satisfied with what only apparently meets
our needs. This invitation is grounded in God'’s unconditional love.
Second reading Romans 8:35, 37-39

The great chapter 8 of the letter to the Romans comes to a
resounding conclusion in these confident and inspiring words. In
the end, nothing, nothing whatsoever, nothing at all can separate
us from the love of God in Jesus.

Gospel Matthew 14:13-21

Our Gospel story today—the multiplications of the loaves—is not
meant to be a once-off miracle in the past to excite

wonder. Instead, it is an invitation today

from Malcolm Guite

Where to get bread? An ever-pressing question
That trembles on the lips of anxious mothers,
Bread for their families, bread for all these others;
A whole world on the margin of exhaustion.

And where that hunger has been satisfied

Where to get bread? The question still returns

In our abundance something starves and yearns
We crave fulfillment, crave and are denied.

And then comes One who speaks into our needs
Who opens out the secret hopes we cherish
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e have reached the
August Bank Holiday
weekend and continue to R
be blessed with beautiful ‘[/ @
weather. While this is a ‘
quieter time in the church
as many people are on holidays and schools are closed, Masses,
baptisms, weddings and funerals continue. The full spectrum of
life from the joy of baptisms and weddings to the sadness and
reflection of funeral Masses continues. Everyone appreciates
good weather for weddings and it certainly contributes to a
good atmosphere. However on occasion, there can be a contrast
between beautiful sunshine outside the church and the sadness
of farewell at a funeral inside the church. May the Lord bless all
those celebrating weddings this year, bless the children being
baptised, console families who are bereaved and keep us all safe
as we enjoy this wonderful summer weather this year.
St. Michael, pray for us.
Fr. Michael

The Papers Say..........

Irish Catholic. (1) Breda O'Brien: The faith revival is looking
predominantly male. (2). D.P.Curtin: This happy end —. The life

of the Blessed William Terry. (3). Fr, Shay Cullen: The challenge

in fighting corruption in the Philippines. (4). Nun speaks out for
first time about being detained by ICE while walking to Mass in
Texas. (5). Fr. Billy Swan: St. John Vianney and the sacrament of
reconciliation.

Tablet of 25/7. (1). Book review of ‘The Nun of Ravensbruck’. The
story of Drimoleague-born Sr. Kate Mc.Carthy, resistance heroine
and Nazi camp survivor. (2). Gerard Kilroy: Rules of war —. In
Magnifica Humanitis, Pope Leo joins those raising the alarm that
the use of artificial intelligence in warfare is normalising automated
violence. (3). Crossing the Tiber —. When she considered her
journey from the Church of England to the Roman Catholic Church,
Ann Widdecombe turned to the example of John Henry Newman
Messenger. (1). The invisible ministry of Pope Francis (2)Pope's
intention for August - Evangelisation in the city.

(3). Fr. Peter McVerry SJ; Ireland,# budget surplus.

Whose presence calls our hidden hearts to flourish
Whose words unfold in us like living seeds

“Come to me, broken, hungry, incomplete,
| Am the Bread of Life, break Me and eat.”

I n the Gospels, “compassion” is used in a way which is restricted
and instructive. Compassion is used only of Jesus himself or of
God in some of the parables. The word itself means something
like mercy, arising from deep within, a kind of spontaneous
empathy and understanding, the kind of reaction a woman has
for the child of her womb. When people are compassionate to
us, it is because we need it and usually we are deeply touched
and grateful. Such is our God! If we receive such compassion, we
are obliged to give it in return, of course. This is the charter of
Christian living.

Prayer

God, all merciful and all compassionate, help us to be like you that
we may console others with the same consolation with which we
ourselves has been consoled. K O'Mahony OSA

Reflections

1. The news of the death of John the Baptist prompted Jesus to go
off to be alone, but the crowds followed him. Despite his personal
sorrow he was able to reach out in compassion to the crowd.
Perhaps there have been times when you have put personal
preferences and desires to one side in order to reach out to
another. What was it like for you when you were able to do this?
2. When Jesus saw the crowd, he recognised their need and
reached out to them. Who has been a Jesus person for you,
someone who recognised your need and reached out to you? For
whom have you been a Jesus person?

3. The scene is a Eucharistic symbol reminding us of the sacred
meal to which all believers are invited to receive nourishment
from the Lord. How has the Eucharist been a source of

Saturday 15th August - Feast of the Assumption - Mass
St. Michael's @ 9.30am Holy Cross @ 10am

Children’s Adoration - Friday 7th August from 2pm - 2.30pm in
St. Michael’s, Blackrock. (please note the earlier time during the
school holidays)

Catholic Papers - available in the church weekly. Thank you for
your support particularly throughout the summer months when
our routines can change somewhat.

First Friday Visits to the Sick and Housebound - A number

of people have been in touch to let us know of a family member
who would welcome a visit to receive the Blessed Sacrament

in their home. This is so important for people who came to the
church all of their lives and now can do so no longer. If you know
of a neighbour or family member who needs a visit just let us
know

Cork Light Orchestra Concert - in the church on Friday 21st
August @ 5.30pm as part of the Blackrock Village Festival

- Mckad]

085 8735905 frmichael@corkandross.org

Cork & Ross Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes |
September 18th to 24th

The Cork and Ross Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes will take place
from the 18th to the 24th this year under the patronage of Bishop
Fintan Gavin. Flights are from Cork Airport direct to Lourdes
Airport. Choice of hotels are available from €939. Call Joe Walsh
Tours on 01 2410 800 to book a place. For any general enquiries
email or call Mary on lourdes@corkandross.org or 085 2525 040.

FIRST FRIDAY EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
Rosary and Benediction will commence at 4pm. each First Friday.
There are time sheets on the tables in the Church where
Parishioners can indicate the times most suitable for them to
attend. We would like, if possible, if there could be 2 people
present for each period. If there are vacant periods we would
appreciate volunteers to fill these times by putting their names on
the list. THANK YOU FOR YOUR CO-OPERATION.

Sunday Cuppa continues in the Parish Centre
after 11 am mass on 2nd August for tea,
bikkies and more chat!

Cheaper than the vuIIAg - it's free!
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BLACKROCK ST VINCENT DE PAUL
Church Gate collection will take place on
Week ending 2nd August
Your support as always is greatly appreciated.
THERE WILL BE ONLY 1 COLLECTION ON THE SVP WEEKEND

nourishment for you?

4. When the disciples became aware of the problem they wanted
to send the crowd away but Jesus told them “You

give them something to eat”. They thought what they had was
insufficient but Jesus used the little they had to feed the crowd.
When we give the little we have to a situation the results are often
beyond our expectations. Have you had this experience?

5.”Lord, it is an extraordinary thing: if we complain about the little
we have, we never have enough; but if we take what we have,
raise our eyes to heaven, and say the blessing over it, we have as
much as we want, and even twelve baskets of scraps of leftovers.”
Michel de Verteuil

PRAYER

Bountiful and compassionate God, you place in the hands of your
disciples the food of life. Nourish us at your holy table, that we
may bear Christ to others and share with them the gifts we have
so richly received.

We make our prayer through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who
lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for
ever and ever. Amen.

TABGHA - Sea of Galilee

Multiplication of Loaves: Traditionally recognized as the location
where Jesus fed the crowd of 5,000 people with five loaves of
bread and two fish.
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Mass Cards are available in the sacristy after every mass

Gentle reminder!!

For those attending with young children,

if required, there is a Family Room available at
the top left inside the church. Thanks.

both at weekend and weekdays.
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BLACKROCK ST VINCENT DE PAUL

Fr. Michael has generously offered the poor box
near the exit as a collection point for SVP.

If you wish to contribute any time, it would be appreciated.

PARISH DEFIBRILLATORS

There are 2 Defibrillators located in the Parish,
one in the village & one outside Murphy’s Circle K Petrol
Station. The code to operate both is 2017




