
 

St Michael's Parish, Blackrock BAPTISMS: 	 Please contact the parish office.
MARRIAGES: 	 Minimum 3 months notice required by 
		  Church and State.
		  Pre-marriage course required.

Email : parish@stmichaelsblackrock.ie      	 Website: www.stmichaelsblackrock.ie
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmichaelsblackrock | Parish Mobile No. (086) 813 6877

WEEKLY MASS LEAFLET UPDATES:
Email to : parish@stmichaelsblackrock.ie

Mass Times
Sundays: 		  9 am & 11 am
Saturday Vigil:	 6.00 pm
Tuesday & Friday: 	9.30 am
Baptisms are held on the 2nd and 4th 
Saturdays of each month at 4pm.
Fr. Michael Keohane Co-PP

Thought for the day

Kieran O’Mahony OSA

1684

A brief introduction on Sunday's readings

Baptisms
Alex James Fenton
Beth Grace Kennedy
Sienna Mollie O’Dwyer
Robyn Ellis O’Leary
Welcome to the Christian Family.

Mass Cards are available in the sacristy after every mass
both at weekend and weekdays.

The Papers Say..........

BLACKROCK ST VINCENT DE PAUL 
Church Gate collection will take place on 

Week ending 4th October
Your support as always is greatly appreciated.
THERE WILL BE ONLY 1 COLLECTION ON THE SVP WEEKEND

04/10/2026	 	 27th Sunday Ordinary Time

Reflections

Sunday Cuppa continues in the Parish Centre 
after 11 am mass on 4th October for tea, 
bikkies and more chat!  
Cheaper than the village - it's free!

Everyone welcome - Ah go on!

so i'm not a 
lobourer in the

vineyard?

Christian Meditation Group – A group of people from our Family 
of Parishes continue to meet on each Friday morning at 10.15am 
in the Parish Centre. After a short introduction there is 20 minutes 
of silent prayer/meditation concluding with the Our Father. We 
welcome you to join us. Contact 087 6477841 for details.

ENTRANCE –
Hail Queen of Heaven 

Hail, Queen of heav'n, the ocean Star: 
Guide of the wand'rer here below, 
Thrown on life's surge, we claim thy care; 
Save us from peril and from woe. 
Mother of Christ, Star of the Sea, 
Pray for the wand'rer, pray for me. 

O gentle, chaste, and spotless Maid, 
We sinners make our prayers through thee; 
Remind thy Son that He has paid 
The price of our iniquity. 
Virgin most pure, Star of the sea, 
Pray for the sinner, pray for me. 

 RECESSIONAL - 
How Great Thou Art 

Oh Lord, my God, when I in awesome wonder 
consider all the worlds Thy hands have made 
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, 
thy power throughout the universe displayed. 

 CHORUS: Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to thee: 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art. 
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to thee: 
How great Thou art, how great Thou art. 

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation 
and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart; 
Then I shall bow, in humble adoration, 
And then proclaim, my God, how great Thou art. 
 

not in this 
story.

oh! well, in that case, 
i'd like to be a 

pink champagne!

in this one, the people of god 
are the grapevines that grow 

in the vineyard.

Annual Remembrance Mass - for all those who have died from 
our parish over the last year will be celebrated on Monday 2nd 
November @ 7pm. 
They have gone no further than to God and God is very near.

In the parables of Jesus, wedding feasts are mentioned from 
time to time. The original parable may have ended with the 

words “invite everyone you can find to the wedding.” The detail 
of the troops—highly unlikely as an actual part of a wedding 
invitation(!)—realistically portrays the later destruction of 
Jerusalem, which Christians did indeed look back upon as 
punishment precisely for that rejection. The final verse is difficult 
for us today on a spiritual level. However, it is meant to
provoke (re)conversion in a possibly (!) complacent church.

Prayer
Lord, we know that you love us and invite us to the wedding
feast of the Lamb. Help us to respond to your love that we may
be followers of your Son not only in name but also in fact.

Blackrock Community Association will hold a fundraising social 
for MARYMOUNT at the COMMUNITY CENTRE , Convent Rd from 
3  - 5 pm on FRIDAY 9 th OCTOBER with music from Pat Hurley, 
performance by Niamh Hatchell Irish dancers etc. 
Refreshments will be served. 
All welcome €5 and a raffle for many prizes at €5 per strip

Ballinlough Meals on Wheels will hold its AGM on Thursday 22nd 
October at 11.00 am in Ballinlough Community Centre. All are 
welcome.

1. Scripture often speaks of the kingdom of God as a banquet. It 
is not meant to be taken only as referring to life after death but 
it also shows how God wants us to be in our relationships with 
one another in this life. The image of people being at a meal 
where everyone is happy and welcome and where all hunger and 
thirst is satisfied gets across the idea that God loves, accepts and 
welcomes us and wants us to make that experience available to one 
another. Think of times in your life when you have had “banquet” 
experiences and when you have felt accepted and loved?
2. The host enlists the help of his servants to invite people to the
banquet. We are commissioned by the Lord to invite people to the
banquet of the kingdom, to the fullness of life—as parents, 
teachers, friends, etc. What has it been like for you to play a part in 
leading others to a fuller life?
3. There are many ways in which we can reflect on the guests 
invited, e.g. a) The ones invited first all found excuses to refuse 
the invitation. How do you feel when someone turns down an 
invitation you offer? Have there been times when you have found 
excuses to refuse an invitation from the Lord, or from others? What 
effect did this have in your life, or on others? b) The second round 
of invitations went out to “everyone in the streets, good and bad.” 
What is it like for you to receive an invitation, particularly when you 
do not consider yourself worthy of that invitation? c) Notice that the 
banquet of the kingdom is an inclusive one. When have you given 
an open, inclusive invitation to others?
4. As in the parable last week there is a message about being alert
to invitations that offer a fuller life and the danger of losing out if we
neglect to respond to such invitations. Perhaps there have been
opportunities offered to you that you missed, and now regret. Think
also of the blessings you received because you seized the moment
and took an opportunity that presented itself.
5. The second parable puts the focus on how we respond to
invitations. Some invitations are ones that challenge us to change,
to conversion, to put on a ‘wedding garment’. What has been your
experience of changing in response to an invitation you received?

First Reading 		  Isaiah 5:1-7. 
Under the image of a wine-grower who had done everything he 
could to make his vineyard fertile and productive, the prophet 
describes God's care for and interest in his Chosen People.
Second Reading	 Phil 4:6-9. 
St. Paul is encouraging his converts to put their full trust in God.
The Gospel 		  Matthew 21:33-43. 
There are two leading thoughts that come to the mind of any true 
believer on hearing this parable: the infinite goodness, patience and 
mercy of God in His dealings with mankind, and the unsounded 
depths of wickedness and ingratitude to which men can sink. To 
His Chosen People of the Old Testament, God had given a fertile 
and fully-equipped vineyard — His revelation, His protection, a 
homeland of their own in Canaan, and all this in order to prepare 
them for the future Messiah, who would bring them an eternal 
home in God's own Kingdom.October – 

Very soon we will see 
a big change with the 
leaves falling, darker 
mornings and evenings, 
a sense of autumn and 
winter approaching.  We 
have been blessed this 
year with such beautiful 
days and hopefully 
these will continue for 
some time longer.  September was a long month for schools 
since reopening in late August.  The summer holidays are 
now a distant memory.  In the church and parish, the pre 
sacramental programmes will be starting soon to accompany 
all our young people.  Our minds are turning to the month 
of November as we remember those who have died in the 
November Novena, the Remembrance Mass for all those who 
have died since this time last year and the Blessing of the 
Graves in early November.  Very soon, the changing season 
will bring us to remember and pray. The important thing is 
that we will have the opportunity to remember together as a 
parish and community.  We will not be on our own.  May the 
Lord bless us in these days ahead.  St. Michael, pray for us. 
-  Fr. Michael  

Annual Priests Retreat: Tuesday 6th Oct. – Friday 9th October. 
– No morning Masses on this Tue. 6th & Fri. 9th October in 
St. Michael’s and no morning Mass in Holy Cross on this Wed. 
7th Oct. 

First Friday Visits – please let us know if a family member or 
neighbour is unable to attend Mass and would appreciate a 
visit to receive Holy Communion in their home. 

November Novena for the Dead:  Monday 2nd - Tuesday 
10th November. There will be Mass each weekday @ 9.30am 
during the Novena.  

Family of Parishes Meeting - Wednesday 28th October @ 7pm 
in Blackrock Parish Centre.  Representatives from the four 
parishes in our Family of Parishes will meet to further deepen 
the strong working relationship between the parishes. 

Fr. Michael 		  085 8735905 
			   frmichael@corkandross.org  

111info@anamcara.ie
www.anamcara.ie

Online Bereavement
Information Evening

Breffni McGuinness currently serves as a Bereavement
Coordinator at LauraLynn, Ireland's Children's Hospice.
Prior to this role, Breffni has been working in
bereavement support, focusing on developing
awareness, education, and resources to support
bereaved individuals and communities. Breffni brings
unique perspectives to his work, with specialisations in
dramatherapies and pastoral care.

click here to register

Join us online 
Thursday 15  Octoberth

7pm - 8.30pm

guest speaker: Breffni mcGuinness

contact us
01 4045378 ROI
028 9521 3120 NI

free of charge to all bereaved
parents, regardless of how long they
have been bereaved, age of their child
or circumstances of their death

Irish Catholic.   (1). Legion of Mary was Blessed  Fulton Sheen’s  
favourite group.    See also three other articles on the recently 
beatified Archbishop (2). Fr. Andrew McMahon:   Maintaining a 
dynamic of evangelisation. —  An uncompromising challenge for 
parishes amid priestly shortages. (3). James Bradshaw:   Return of 
St. Therese relics to the Morning Star Hostel brings back memories 
of 2001. (4). Pope Leo blasts assisted suicide as ‘false compassion’ 
during stop-off at Lourdes on his French tour.  
(5). Fr.Kieran O’Mahony:  Hearers of the Word

Tablet of 26/9.    (1).  Why not women deacons?   (2). The skills of 
survival. —  The former Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams 
argues the future of Christianity does not lie in trying to win a battle 
of ideas but in becoming a community that puts care, attention and 
illumination at the centre of its life.  (3).   Jimmy Burns on Lourdes:    
Attentiveness to the sick, prayers at the Grotto, the procession, are 
unchanged.   (4).  Belgium  —. Bishop Bonny says married men are 
studying for ordination as priests
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