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Deceased
Paddy O’Hara. Church Road.
Rest in Peace

The Joy of Sport

e continue to be blessed

with beautiful summer days.
However, in truth, there is also a
quietness these days following
Cork’s defeat in the All-Ireland semi-
final last weekend. While we are all
disappointed now, please God, there will be better days ahead.
The essence of sport is the hope that victorious days will come
and we hold to that. Interestingly, Pope Leo said that one of the
things that he will do during his summer rest will be to keep in
touch with sport. Indeed, Pope Francis also often welcomed
sports teams to visit him. Sport transcends boundaries and
generations. The communal experience of attending a match
or any sporting event brings us all together. So, we continue to
support and pray for our beloved teams. May the Lord bring us
success and an appreciation of our amateur sports people who
give their time to follow our shared passion. St. Michael, pray for
us. - Fr. Michael

First reading Isaiah 55:10-11
What is your experience of God's word? For the prophet Isaiah, the

word of God is truly effective, as effective as rain falling on the earth.

Second reading Romans 8:18-23

What do we make of our difficult experiences and the suffering we
go through? St Paul believes that these are signs that something
wonderful is coming to birth in us and even in creation as a whole,
under the power of the Holy Spirit.

Gospel Matthew 13:1-23

Everyone remembers the parable of the sower. It might help to
know that in our reading we hear two versions. First of all we hear
the parable, with its own original message. Then, we are offered a
later church interpretation. Both are good but they are different.

o how do we engage with the Word of the Lord in our time? A
first step might to ask not how but why do we engage with such
ancient texts? We do this regularly in no other setting and even
though we are used to it, it is in its way slightly weird. Two keys can
help us here.
he first is the intuition that fundamental human experiences
do not really change that much across cultures and time.
The second is a conviction that our ancients texts, in the words
of Benedict XVI, are the “very voice of the pilgrim people of God.”
We read these ancient texts because they refract the spiritual
experiences of generations before us and we hope that their
refracted light can illuminate our own experience today.

Catholic Papers - available in the church weekly. Thank you for
your support particularly throughout the summer months when
our routines can change somewhat.

St. Vincent de Paul July Collection - takes place this weekend -
While the collection ordinarily takes place on the first Sunday of
each montbh, it traditionally takes place on the second Sunday in
July and December

Parables Tour with Fr. Mike Schmitz for Young Adults -

Young adults from the Diocese of Cork and Ross are warmly
invited to travel to Dublin for the Parables Tour with Fr. Mike
Schmitz on Monday, 20th July. The cost of the trip is €70, which
includes return bus transport, your ticket for the Parables Tour and
a meal. The group will also attend a special Mass in Dublin, where
Fr. Mike Schmitz will preach. Places are limited. To reserve a place,
please email youthministry@corkandross.org.

Diocesan Purposes Collection 18th & 19th July 2026. The
Diocese of Cork and Ross provides vital support to our parishes
in many areas, including Education, Religious Faith Formation in
schools, Mission and Ministry, Youth Ministry, Safeguarding, and
Stewardship and Governance. We also offer guidance in practical
matters such as Data Protection, Finance, and Property. The next
Diocesan Quarterly Collection will take place next weekend. Your
generosity at that time will be greatly appreciated.
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The Papers Say..........

Tablet of 27/6. (1) Eamon Duffy: Vice-president's memoir -- The
intellectual journey of J.D. Vance towards the Church rings true, but
the moral and political framework into which he fits his Catholicism
is disturbing (2) Mark Lawson: The Gospel according to Spielberg.
(3) India -- Missionaries of Charity nun and aide acquitted of child
trafficking.

Tablet of 4/7. (1). 1776 Revisited -- God bless America. (2). Austin
Ivereigh: Evangelization -- As his authority inside and outside

the Church grows, so does Pope Leo's insistence that the Church
must be transformed from within if it is to bring the Gospel to

the contemporary world. Not everyone is listening. (2) Belief and
Liberty -- A doublethink nation. The USA has been turn apart by
competing visions of religion and politics for all of its 250 years.
Irish Catholc. (1). The 70 TDs who recently voted to protect

the three-day wait before an abortion. (2)Irish missionaries and
World Cup joy amid hardship. (3) Nuala O'Loan: Darkness, light

and shouldering the burden -- Taking up the cross in a world of
faithlessness. (4). Brendan O'Regan TVRadio: The inspiring story of
Fr. Flanagan, Venerable servant for justice.

Cork & Ross Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes |
September 18th to 24th

The Cork and Ross Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes will take place
from the 18th to the 24th this year under the patronage of Bishop
Fintan Gavin. Flights are from Cork Airport direct to Lourdes
Airport. Choice of hotels are available from €939. Call Joe Walsh
Tours on 01 2410 800 to book a place. For any general enquiries
email or call Mary on lourdes@corkandross.org or 085 2525 040.

Reflections

1. Jesus uses parables to make people think about their own
responses to his message. As you read this parable you may
recognise that at different times you have been like each of the
different types of soil. As you recall times when you presented
fertile soil for the word of God, what helped you create that
receptive atmosphere? What lessons for life do you get from that?
2. Parents with children, teachers with pupils, speakers with
listeners, are all like sowers in a field where the preparation

of the soil is up to another—the child, pupil or listener. They can
sow the seed but cannot guarantee that it will bear fruit. At times
there may be a temptation not to try any more. The challenge is to
sow in hope. When have you been surprised by the harvest you
have reaped?

3. “We are wasting our time here” may sometimes be the apparent
wisdom in a group. Have there been times when you have gone
against this apparent wisdom and seen your efforts bear fruit?

PRAYER

God of the heavens, God of the earth, all creation awaits your gift of
new life. Prepare our hearts to receive the word of your Son, that his
gospel may grow within us and yield a harvest that is a hundredfold.
Through Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever. Amen.

he parable of the sower is told twice, in an original form

and in a later, church interpretation. The explanation tends
to dominate our reading; but it might be worthwhile allowing
the original parable to “speak.” It tells of small, even careless,
beginnings— the sower scatters all over the place. As we see
in nature, tiny seeds have an astonishing, miraculous effect. Go
back over your own experience and recall something which
began modestly but which in the end grew surprisingly. The
reign of God is like that— the modest beginnings of Jesus’ own
preaching had tremendous effect.

Prayer
God of every harvest, it can be hard today to be confident about the
Good News and yet we know that it is you who give the growth

(1 Cor 3:7). K O’Mahony OSA

BLACKROCK ST VINCENT DE PAUL
Church Gate collection will take place on
Week ending12th July
Your support as always is greatly appreciated.
THERE WILL BE ONLY 1 COLLECTION ON THE SVP WEEKEND

Staying Safe in Hot Weather M=

~ Tips to prevent hot-weather illness:
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Drink liquids Limit caffeine and alcohol
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Wear light-colored, If it's too hot, try
loose fitting clothes exercising indoors

Watch for these signs of hyperthermia:
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Muscle cramps

Swelling in your  Nausea and
ankles and feet weakness pulse

Youth 2000 Summer Festival | 13th—16th August
Calling all young people aged 16-35! Join us at the Youth 2000
Summer Festival in Newbridge College, Co. Kildare. This is a
donation-only event, with free buses available across the country
and all meals included.

Expect inspiring talks and workshops, Mass, music, prayer, and

plenty of opportunities to chill out and meet other young Catholics.

Whether you are new to the faith or looking to be refreshed, all are
welcome.

To register or find out more, visit youth2000.ie or follow @
Youth2000Ireland.

THS SOUSH OF THS S66D

Mass Cards are available in the sacristy after every mass
both at weekend and weekdays.

SECOND COLLECTION W/E 18th /19th. JULY.
DIOCESAN NEEDS.

BLACKROCK ST VINCENT DE PAUL

Fr. Michael has generously offered the poor box
near the exit as a collection point for SVP.
If you wish to contribute any time, it would be appreciated.

THE GOSPEL IS FOR EVERYONE
TO HEAR! GOD DOESN'T
CARLESSNESS OF THE DISCRIMINATE NOR DO THE
SOWER IS A SIGN OF YES PEOPLE OF GOD!
GOD'S EXTRAVAGANT ) )
GRACE?
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SO, YOU'RE
SAYING THAT THE

THAT'S NOT TRUE. I ONLY
SHARE THE GOSPEL WITH A
VERY NARROW DEMOGRAPHIC
- THE PEOPLE WHO I TALK
TO IN CHURCH.
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MATTHEW 13:1-9, 18-23
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Gentle reminder!!

For those attending with young children,

if required, there is a Family Room available at
the top left inside the church. Thanks.

PARISH DEFIBRILLATORS

There are 2 Defibrillators located in the Parish,
one in the village & one outside Murphy’s Circle K Petrol
Station. The code to operate both is 2017




