
St Michael's Parish, Blackrock BAPTISMS: 	 Please contact the parish office.
MARRIAGES: 	 Minimum 3 months notice required by 
		  Church and State.
		  Pre-marriage course required.

Email : parish@stmichaelsblackrock.ie      	 Website: www.stmichaelsblackrock.ie
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmichaelsblackrock | Parish Mobile No. (086) 813 6877

WEEKLY MASS LEAFLET UPDATES:
Email to : parish@stmichaelsblackrock.ie

Mass Times
Sundays: 		  9 am & 11 am
Saturday Vigil:	 6.00 pm
Tuesday & Friday: 	9.30 am
Baptisms are held on the 2nd and 4th 
Saturdays of each month at 4pm.
Fr. Michael Keohane Co-PP

Thought for the day

Kieran O’Mahony OSA

1663

A brief introduction on Sunday's readings

BLACKROCK ST VINCENT DE PAUL 
This month's collection came to €2610v
Many thanks for your generous support.

Deceased
Carmel Murphy, Derrynane Road, Turner’s Cross
Rose Foley, Ballyphehane & Blackrock
Rest in Peace

Mass Cards are available in the sacristy after every mass
both at weekend and weekdays.

The Papers Say..........

13/09/2026	 	 24th Sunday Ordinary Time

Gentle reminder!!
For those attending with young children, 
if required, there is a Family Room available at 
the top left inside the church.  Thanks.

Reflections

if i click more than 77 
times for anyone, facebible 

automatically removes them 
from my 'friends list'. i don't 
even have to think about it

every time someone does 
something wrong

 to me, i click on this 
'forgive' button

next to their profile 
picture.

i'm telling you, 
being on facebible 
makes following 

jesus easy.

Christian Meditation Group – A group of people from our 
Family of Parishes continue to meet on each Friday morning at 
10.15am in the Parish Centre. After a short introduction there 
is 20 minutes of silent prayer/meditation concluding with the 
Our Father. We welcome you to join us. Contact 087 6477841 for 
details.

“The world needs forgiveness; too many people are caught up
in resentment and harbour hatred because they are incapable
of forgiving. They ruin their own lives and the lives of those
around them rather than finding the joy of serenity and peace.”
(Pope Francis in Assisi in 2016) His point is that those who do
not forgive, who hold on to resentment, hurt themselves almost
as much, even if they are unaware of it for a while.

Prayer
God, always ready to forgive, we thank you for your forgiving
love. Give us the grace to show the same love and forgiveness
to all. Amen.

First Reading 		  (Sirach 27:30—28:7)	
This passage warns against the spiritual poison of hugging wrath 
and anger tightly. The author explicitly links human relationships 
to our relationship with God, stating that we cannot expect divine 
healing or pardon if we refuse to show mercy to our neighbors.
Second Reading 	 (Romans 14:7-9)
Saint Paul reminds the community that "none of us lives for 
oneself, and no one dies for oneself". Instead, everything we do is 
interconnected because we ultimately belong entirely to the Lord, 
whether in life or in death.
Gospel Reading 	 (Matthew 18:21-35)
In response to Peter asking if he should forgive someone up to 
seven times, Jesus answers that we must forgive "seventy-seven 
times" (meaning without limits). He reinforces this with the Parable 
of the Unforgiving Servant, warning that receiving massive 
forgiveness from God obligates us to forgive the smaller debts 

I can't 
imagine

1. Jesus surprised Peter by telling him he needed to forgive
seventy-seven times. Perhaps you have known the truth of this 
when something reminds you of a past hurt and you find your 
need in your heart to forgive again the person who hurt you. What 
was this like for you? How has a capacity to have a forgiving heart 
helped you?
2. Sometimes we need to forgive ourselves for things we regret 
about past behaviour. What happens to you when you cannot 
do this? How has your ability to forgive yourself for past mistakes 
influenced your attitude towards yourself now?
3. Are there people whose ability to forgive has inspired you?
Recall them and the forgiveness they showed and give thanks
for their example.

PRAYER
O God most high, you are slow to anger and rich in compassion.
Keep alive in us the memory of your mercy, that our angers
may be calmed and our resentments dispelled. May we discover the 
forgiveness promised to those who forgive and become a people rich in 
mercy. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

ENTRANCE
Be still, for the presence of the Lord

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One, is here. 
Come, bow before him now, with reverence and fear. 
In him no sin is found. We stand on holy ground. 
Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One, is here. 

Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around; 
He burns with holy fire, with splendour he is crowned. 
How awesome is the sight, our radiant King of Light! 
Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around. 

Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place; 
He comes to cleanse and heal, to minister his grace. 
No work too hard for him; in faith receive from him. 
Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place. 

RECESSIONAL 
Christ be beside me 

Christ be beside me, Christ be before me, 
Christ be behind me, King of my heart. 
Christ be within me, Christ be below me, 
Christ be above me, never to part. 
 
Christ on my right hand, Christ on my left hand, 
Christ all around me, shield in the strife. 
Christ in my sleeping, Christ in my sitting, 
Christ in my rising, light of my heart. 
 
Christ be in all hearts thinking about me, 
Christ be on all tongues telling of me. 
Christ be the vision in eyes that see me, 
In ears that hear me Christ ever be. 

Cork Scripture Group
AUTUMN 2026 COURSE

I, Paul …
[Philemon 1:19]

The Life and Letters of St Paul
7.30 p.m. to 9.30 p.m. each evening over four Monday nights in the 

Scala Centre, Blackrock [entrance across from Blackrock Castle]
Monday 28th September 2026:  Paul, Apostle to the Gentiles 
[Romans 11:13] – An Introduction to Paul. Seán O’Sullivan
Monday 5th October 2026:   I write this with my own hand 
[Philemon 1:19] – An Introduction to Paul’s letters. Marian Mortell
Monday 12th October 2026: The greatest of these is love [1 Cor 
13:13] - Paul’s understanding of love.Phil Mortell
Monday 19th October 2026: Christ is risen [1 Cor 15:20] – Building 
the new creation. Phil Mortell

AUTUMN 2026 BIBLE WORKSHOP
10.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. on Saturday 10th October 2026
in Sacred Heart Parish Hall, Western Road. Two contrasting prison 
letters: Philemon and Philippians. Mary T. Brien PBVM
Total Cost of Module & Workshop: €50 [Workshop: €10]
All are welcome but booking is essential. No previous bible study 
required.
For bookings, email: corkscripturegroup@gmail.com

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH CHOIR
St. Michael’s Church Choir resumed singing at Sunday Mass on 
Sunday 06 September following their Summer Recess.  We would 
welcome new female members to join us for the coming year. 
We sing at the  Sunday 11:00 mass. This is preceded by a required 
rehearsal at 10:00 am. If you can sing in tune and would like to join 
a friendly, welcoming group come to the balcony and try it out. If 
you would like to find out more information in advance just contact 
John at 087- 2628281.

Parish Life – We are blessed with great volunteers and 
participation in our parish. At this time of the year different groups 
recommence after the summer break. We welcome back our choirs 
and music groups who make our celebrations joyful and prayerful. 
We are continually grateful to all our Ministers of the Word and 
Eucharist, church collectors, volunteer sacristans, volunteer parents 
for our altar servers, those who look after the church and grounds 
and so many others who give their time and expertise. Parishes 
need volunteers. At this time of the year, people are often looking 
around for some community involvement. Why not join one of 
our choirs, music groups or other parish groups. When people 
become involved, it not only keeps us close to others but can also 
feel a closeness to God. So please think about becoming involved 
in the parish and we continue to give thanks to God for our current 
volunteers. – Fr. Michael

Annual Remembrance Mass - for all those who have died from 
our parish over the last year will be celebrated on Monday 2nd 
November @ 7pm. They have gone no further than to God and God 
is very near.

Mass for the New School Year
All those connected with our Catholic Primary Schools are invited 
to join Bishop Fintan Gavin in celebrating a Mass to pray for God’s 
blessings for the new school year at the Cathedral of St. Mary and 
St. Anne, Cork on Tuesday 15th September at 7:30pm, followed by 
refreshments at the Cathedral Visitor Centre.

Gougane Sunday will be celebrated on Sunday 27th September 
this year.

A Mass animated by young adults takes place on the second 
Sunday of each month, with the next celebration on Sunday 13th 
September at 7pm in Ss Peter and Paul’s Church. Hosted by the City 
Centre Family of Parishes, this Mass offers a welcoming space for 
young adults to gather, pray and grow in faith together. There will 
refreshments available after in the parish centre. All are welcome.

Holy Cross Church – Fortieth Anniversary – preparations 
continue in Mahon Parish to celebrate this landmark very soon. The 
Redemptorist Fathers will lead a Triduum of Prayer from Monday 
21st – Wednesday 23rd September. The themes will be Hope, Heal-
ing & Community. Remembrance of those who have been involved 
and supported the construction and development of the church 
will also be honoured. There will be a special Mass on Sunday 20th 
September @ 12.15pm and all are welcome. – Fr. Michael

Fr. Michael
085 8735905 frmichael@corkandross.org

Irish Catholic.  (1).  Editorial:   The future of the Irish Church. —  ‘Putting 
parishes together is not doing justice to the needs’. (2). Brendan 
O’Regan:   Twin Towers in the media —. a day of horror lingering 
25 years later (3). Michael Kelly:  9/11 and the triumph of hope —. A 
horror that united the faithful worldwide in prayer. (4). On liturgy, Pope 
Leo sheds light - and knows it will bring a little heat. (5). Fr. Rolheiser:  
Towards an understanding of suicide.

Sacred Heart Messages.  (1). Fr. Gerard Condon:  instantly came the 
reply, ‘He ain’t heavy, He’s my brother’.    ‘Her love for her younger 
brother had given her a determination and a surprising strength’. [2). 
Fr. Vincent Sherlock:  October —. The month of the Rosary. (3). Fr. John 
Cullen:  The hidden power of silence (4). Re:link —  The resource for 
junior certificate Religion Studies — Halloween 

Tablet of 5/9.     (1). Assisted suicide. —  Tne normalisation of tragedy.  
(2). Faith and politics. —  Does it matter that Andy Burnham is a 
Catholic?   (3). Fr.  Gabriel Dolan:  Protesters bearing Palestinian flags 
were removed from Croke Park during league final. (4). ‘We Want to 
speak of peace’.    Archbishop Paul Gallagher affirms value of dialogue 
with Moscow .

Dante Alighieri Society
  Italian Language Classes & Cultural Lectures in Cork

  Enrolment: The Second Monday in Sept in Ursuline College, 
  Blackrock for new members.

   Online from 1st Sept. by email to dantecork@gmail.com

  Classes on Zoom for Distance Students.

  €200 per annum for Full Membership.
  Associate Membership (Cultural Lectures only) €75 per annum 


