
St Michael's Parish, Blackrock BAPTISMS: 	 Please contact the parish office.
MARRIAGES: 	 Minimum 3 months notice required by 
		  Church and State.
		  Pre-marriage course required.

Email : parish@stmichaelsblackrock.ie      	 Website: www.stmichaelsblackrock.ie
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmichaelsblackrock | Parish Mobile No. (086) 813 6877

WEEKLY MASS LEAFLET UPDATES:
Email to : parish@stmichaelsblackrock.ie

Mass Times
Sundays: 		  9 am & 11 am
Saturday Vigil:	 6.00 pm
Tuesday & Friday: 	9.30 am
Baptisms are held on the 2nd and 4th 
Saturdays of each month at 4pm.
Fr. Michael Keohane Co-PP

Thought for the day

PARISH DEFIBRILLATORS
There are 2 Defibrillators located in the Parish,

 one in the village & one outside Murphy’s Circle K Petrol 
Station. The code to operate both is 2017

BLACKROCK ST VINCENT DE PAUL
Fr. Michael has generously offered the poor box 

near the exit as a collection point for SVP.  
If you wish to contribute any time, it would be appreciated. 

K O’Mahony OSA

1635

Baptisms
Hugo Brian Brennan
Angelo James Oliver-Cooper       
Jesse White.
Conor Barry Tyther.
Brannagh Aishling Flynn.
Welcome to the Christian Family.

Deceased
Dorothy O’Connor, 
	 Formerly of Horgan’s Buildings
Rest in Peace

Mass Cards are available in the sacristy after every mass
both at weekend and weekdays.

The Papers Say..........

16/08/2026	 	 20th Sunday Ordinary Time

Gentle reminder!!
For those attending with young children, 
if required, there is a Family Room available at 
the top left inside the church.  Thanks.

Reflections

Observations

i guess the olny thing 
to say to that is... 

"woof!"

she knows who he is. she calls 
him by name and she knows he 
has something for her. That's 

great faith!

In today’s Gospel, Jesus changes his mind! How is that possible? 
Twice in Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus limits his ministry to the “lost 

sheep of the house of Israel” (Matt 10:6; 15:24). In today’s story, 
however, a very feisty woman, clearly not a daughter of Abraham, 
with her urgency and her witty retort, brings Jesus to recognise 
the needs of those beyond the ethnic confines of the Jewish 
people. They are ordinary human beings too, just as much in need 
of the Good News of the Kingdom as anyone else.

Prayer
We believe and we know, O God, that you love the human race, 
without making any distinction of persons or rank. Inspire us to see 
you in everyone we meet.

One of the strong values of the times in which we live is the
value of inclusivity. Of course, there are division and of course 

we suffer from different kinds of racism; nevertheless, the desire not 
to exclude people on the basis of ethnicity or religion or orientation 
is a strong one in our culture.

It may come as a surprise to learn that the foundation of such 
“universality” is found first in the Christian tradition (St Paul) and 
that,paradoxically, early Christianity struggled to be genuinely 
inclusive, just as we do.

1. Having met with rejection from the Pharisees Jesus goes 
towards Gentile territory and encounters faith in an unexpected 
place, in the Canaanite woman. His mission had previously been 
to his own people. This adds a new dimension to his mission. Have 
you had occasions when a chance encounter set your life off in a 
new direction?

2. The Canaanite woman was not concerned for herself but for 
her daughter. Recall people you have known who have been 
committed to a noble cause.

3. The initial reaction of Jesus to the woman was one of rejection 
but her persistence won a response from him. When have you 
found that persistence was needed to gain what you sought? 
What did that experience teach you?

4. Who are the “Canaanite women” who call out for attention
today—people in church or state whose needs are not being
attended to?

PRAYER
God of the nations, to your table all are invited and in your
family no one is a stranger.
Satisfy the hunger of those gathered in this house of prayer,
and mercifully extend to all the people on earth the joy of
salvation and faith.
Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever
and ever. Amen. who does jesus think 

he is callingthis 
woman a dog!?

Jesus’ encounter with the Canaanite woman is unsettling.

Jesus is less than eager to help this woman, explaining that his 
mission is first to the house of Israel. However, Jesus is the one 
who has left Jewish territory and invaded this woman’s world. 
Furthermore, this Canaanite woman — an unclean, outsider — 
demonstrates that she has a better grasp of Jesus’ identity than 
the hand-selected disciples do at this point in the narrative. Jesus’ 
encounter with the Canaanite woman unsettles boundaries and 
calls into question definitions of clean and unclean.

Jesus has entered into Tyre and Sidon where the Canaanite woman 
instantly greets him. It is remarkable that enough word about Jesus 
had spread to this region that this woman would somehow know 
who Jesus is (cf. Mark 3:8). The text does not say that he performed 
any signs in Tyre and Sidon before meeting her (see 11:20-24), yet 
she somehow recognizes him, not just as a roaming healer but as a 
rightful king.

The woman greets Jesus as the “Son of David.” Her recognition is all 
the more remarkable because the disciples have been a bit slow in 
recognizing Jesus. In Matthew 14, after the walking on the sea, they 
do recognize Jesus as the Son of God, but it is not until 16:16 that 
Peter declares Jesus as Messiah. Yet, this woman hails Jesus as the 
Son of David, begs his mercy, and entreats his power over a demon 
that has “severely” possessed her daughter (v. 22). How is it possible 
that this woman has more insight into Jesus’ identity than his 
disciples? She is, after all, an unclean outsider, part of a people who 
are remembered as an old enemy of Israel.

Jesus’ response is, perhaps, the most perplexing piece of this 
narrative. At first, he does not say a word to her, but he refuses to 
send her away. Only after her persistence does he converse with her. 
Twice, he explains to her that his mission is first to the “lost sheep 
of the house of Israel.” Indeed, the narrative has emphasized that 
the “house of Israel” has provided Jesus with more work than one 
laborer could feasibly handle (9:35-10:6). The need in Israel is indeed 
great.

Gathered Together - 
Thousands of people gathered 
at Blackrock Observatory last 
Wednesday evening to get a 
glimpse of the partial eclipse. 
Large numbers also gathered 
on the Marina and in the village 
as well. While there was some 
disappointment that cloud cover 
inhibited a better view of the eclipse itself, there was almost a 
carnival feeling with such large crowds gathered. It was an unusual 
experience as the evening darkened and as street lighting came on 
for a short period. There was also very much a communal or shared 
experience of so many people and families gathered together to 
witness such an unusual occurrence. When we gather in the church, 
there is also a communal experience that we can take for granted 
or overlook. We gather at weekend Masses, but we also gather 
at other times of joy and sorrow. We gather for the celebration of 
the Sacraments for children and young people. These things still 
happen and such communal experiences mean so much to those 
present, particularly to families at a time of bereavement and loss. - 
Fr. Michael

Mission Appeal – A priest from the Comboni Missionaries will 
speak at Masses this weekend 15th/16th August. The Comboni 
Missionaries are visiting parishes in the Diocese of Cork and Ross 
throughout 2026.

Lourdes Pilgrimage Petitions – if you wish to send your prayer to 
Lourdes with the Diocesan Pilgrimage in September, petition sheets 
and envelopes are available in the church this weekend.

Catholic Papers – available in the church weekly. Thank you for 
your support particularly throughout the summer months when our 
routines can change somewhat.

Cork Light Orchestra Concert – in the church on next Friday 21st 
August @ 5.30pm as part of the Blackrock Village Festival – Best 
wishes to all involved in the Village Festival next weekend.

Fr. Michael    085 8735905 	 frmichael@corkandross.org

Irish Catholic.  (1).    Fr. Billy Swan:    St. Maximilian Kolbe and 
no greater love.   (2).  David Quinn:   Does the ‘Diversity’ 
agenda discriminate against young white males?   (3). Mary 
Kenny:Globalisation has now shaped international crime.   ‘Some 
evidently consider Daniel Kinahan (and his kin) as a kind of 
‘celebrity’. (4). Knock looks to fill retreat gap as religious Houses 
close

Messenger.  (1).  Our answer?     Columba priest Sean McDonagh 
reports on the recent COP30 climate conference in Brazil.  (2). 
Bishop Kevin Doran:   Fr. Flanagan of Boy’s Town.  (3). Fr. Gerry 
O’Hanlon:  Pope Leo XIV, AI and ‘Doomscrolling’.  (4) Pope’s 
intention for September:   For the Care of Water

Tablet of. (8).   (1). WeBelieve —. Is this a third spring?    Over 1,0000 
people were attracted to a festival celebrating Catholic life and 
culture at which poets and philosophers, Gregorian chant ceilidh  
bands, mantillas and guitarist coexisted in creative harmony. (2). 
War in Ukraine. —  Mass under the missiles.  (3). Clifford Longley:  
Archbishop Derek Warlock was a key factor in the formation   
of Andy Burnham’s philosophy.  (4).  The Ukrainian Freedom 
Orchestra —. ‘ We remind people. -  don’t forget Ukraine

Holy Cross Church – Fortieth Anniversary – 

Preparations continue in 
Mahon Parish to celebrate 
this landmark very soon. 
The Redemptorist Fathers 
will lead a Triduum of 
Prayer from Monday 
21st – Wednesday 
23rd September. The 
themes will be Hope, 
Healing & Community. 
Remembrance of 
those who have been 
involved and supported 
the construction and development of the church will also 
be honoured. There will be a special Mass on Sunday 20th 
September @ 12.15pm and all are welcome. – Fr. Michael


