
St Michael's Parish, Blackrock BAPTISMS: 	 Please contact the parish office.
MARRIAGES: 	 Minimum 3 months notice required by 
		  Church and State.
		  Pre-marriage course required.

Email : parish@stmichaelsblackrock.ie      	 Website: www.stmichaelsblackrock.ie
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmichaelsblackrock | Parish Mobile No. (086) 813 6877

WEEKLY MASS LEAFLET UPDATES:
Email to : parish@stmichaelsblackrock.ie

Mass Times
Sundays: 		  9 am & 11 am
Saturday Vigil:	 6.00 pm
Tuesday & Friday: 	9.30 am
Baptisms are held on the 2nd and 4th 
Saturdays of each month at 4pm.
Fr. Michael Keohane Co-PP
Please note the change of Parish email address :  
parish@stmichaelsblackrock.ie

How we respond to pressure can vary very much from person to 
person. In John’s Gospel, there are two related stories of people 

being healed, one in chapter 5 and the other in chapter 9, today’s 
reading. The man at the pool eventually betrays Jesus. The man
born blind resists pressure and even grows on the strength of it. 
Part of his energy comes from his experience— no matter what 
others may say about Jesus, he himself once was blind and
now he sees! His courageous attachment to what he knows from 
his personal encounter with Jesus leads eventually to a full act of 
faith.
Prayer
Faithful God, you call us to be faithful even in times of trial. Teach us to 
embrace the challenge of faith today, that we may have the courage 
to grow and give courage to others by our witness.

Thought for the day

PARISH DEFIBRILLATORS
There are 2 Defibrillators located in the Parish,

 one in the village & one outside Murphy’s Circle K 
PetrolStation. The code to operate both is 2017

K O’Mahony OSA

1481

A brief introduction on Sunday's readings

Baptisms
Conor Aidan Higgins.
Raymond Denis Kelleher.
Harriet Kate Hanbridge-O’Sullivan.
Welcome to the Christian Family.

The Papers Say..........

15/3/2026	 		  4th. of Sunday of Lent

ENTRANCE – O God You Search ME

O God, you search me and you know me.
All my thoughts lie open to your gaze.
When I walk or lie down you are before me:
Ever the maker and keeper of my days.

You know my resting and my rising.
You discern my purpose from afar; 
and with love everlasting you besiege me: 
in ev’ry moment of life and death, you are.

Before a word is on my tongue, Lord, 
You have known its meaning through and through. 
You are with me beyond my understanding: 
God of my present, my past and future, too.

Although your Spirit is upon me,
Still I search for shelter from your light.
There is nowhere on earth I can escape you:
Even the darkness is radiant in your sight.

RECESSIONAL - Amazing Grace

Amazing grace how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me 
I once was lost, but now I'm found 
Was blind but now I see

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 
And grace my fears relieved 
How precious did that grace appear 
The hour I first believed

Through many dangers, toils, and snares I
 have already come 
This grace that brought me safe thus far 
And grace will lead me home

Blackrock Community Association 
Annual Members'  St  Patrick's Day Social will take place at the 
Community Centre, Convent Road on FRIDAY 21st MARCH 
from 2 - 4.30 with music, Irish dancing, refreshments etc.

First reading 	  	  1Samuel 16:1, 6-7, 10-13
In our story, one of the sons of Jesse is to be king, but which one? 
Like ourselves, the prophet needs a nudge in discerning.
Second reading 	 	 Ephesians 5:8-14
In the tradition of the Orthodox church, baptism is the sacrament 
of enlightenment. You can see why from this intriguing reading.
Gospel 	  		  Matthew 9:1-41
Our Gospel is a story of faith under pressure. How do we react 
when our faith is under pressure?

Reflections

Fourth Sunday of Lent 2026

One of the ways we get to know ourselves better is to observe 
how we react under pressure. And there is no lack of 

opportunity in work, families, friendships, and what we may call 
the “events” of life. Pressure is a good test of character: what it 
does to us and how we deal with it and with others, in the whole 
process. Pressure is not confined to family or work or career. It can 
also happen that our faith can be under pressure, from outside 
and from inside. There too, how we react in that context is worth 
observing and considering. Our long Gospel today can help us in 
ways that might surprise us. This drama contrasts with another 
drama also in the Gospel of John. Earlier, in chapter 5, there is the 
story of the man who was sick for 38 years. The similarities are 
evident: Jesus approaches him and heals him; there is also a pool; 
then follows an interrogation, because (again) it was a Sabbath 
day. There is one outstanding difference: the man in chapter 5, 
identifies Jesus and, in a way, betrays him to his enemies.
	 In primary school, at least in my day, we were often told in 
our essays to compare and contrast. The Gospel of John invites us 
to compare and contrast two stories of faith under pressure: under 
pressure, the man in chapter 5 crumbles; under pressure the man 
in chapter 9 grows ever stronger and more convinced.
	 These contrasting outcomes can speak to us today. 
Being a Christ-believer today is a challenge — it always was but 
even more so in our day. There is a wider pressure in society, 
as secularisation proceeds. Faith is often treated as outdated 
obscurantism in inhibiting “modernity” in different dimensions — 
social, scientific and so forth. There can be pressure from within 
the community of faith. The grim and repelling mistakes of the 
institution were and continue to be undermining. As a direct result, 
many have indeed walked away. Not only that, but that handing of 
the faith was often not accompanied by a grown-up grasp of what 
we believe and why. Many feel unable to talk about their faith and 
reflect on it intelligently with others. Furthermore, on our personal 
journey of faith, questions can arise as we face various crises of life. 

Irish Catholic.   (1). Fr. Eamon Conway:  A decisive policy shift on 
priestly formation  'What gives this document particular weight is 
the so-called 'corollary' at its end, which actually contains its most 
forceful content'.  (2). A new parish assembly commissioned for 
Holycross parish, Mahon. (3) Fr. Kieran O'Mahony:    Your Faith  
--  All I know is I once was blind but now I see!   
(4)  David Quinn:   What does it even mean to be Irish anymore?
Tablet.   (1)  Book review of 'Towards a theology of liturgical 
reconciliation' -- Disagreement about the pros and cons of the 
old Mass versus the new have fueled bitter divisions  among the 
faithful.   This calls for a deep and attentive listening on both sides.   
(2)  Austin Ivereigh:  Secrets of the Conclave -- The Cardinals went 
into the Sistine Chapel last May determined to elect a pope who 
would embed the revolution begun by Francis. (3). 19 Catholic 
bishops tell Trump to respect human dignity of immigrants.
Sacred Heart Messenger.  (1) Childrens Pages. (2)  A Man of 
Principle -- John Scally recalls the life of Fr. Daniel Berrigan SJ, 
a well-know social advocate in the USA. (3)  In Memoriam Pope 
Francis -- Archbishop Eamon Martin remembers Pope Francis.

    Celebrating 
St. Patrickœs Day

We look forward 
to celebrating St. 

Patrick’s Day with Masses 
@ 9am & 11am in St. 
Michael’s and @ 10am in 
Holy Cross next Tuesday. 
For a good few years now, the faith significance of St. Patrick’s 
Feast Day has been less obvious. However, we will still celebrate 
our faith as something beautiful which shapes our lives, our 
families and of who we are. Faith has deep roots in our church 
and parish. How often do we acknowledge this at the time of a 
Requiem Mass in the church when we pray for family members 
who have given everything in life and trusted in God throughout. 
Our faith carries us and we will celebrate with lovely music and as 
gaeilge again this year. 
Fr. Michael

Confirmations & First Confessions – Congratulations to the 
Sixth Class pupils from Scoil na Croise Naofa who celebrated their 
Confirmation last Wednesday in Holy Cross Church. Rang a Dó from 
Gaelscoil Mhachan celebrated their First Confession last Monday. 
The five celebrations of First Confession have now concluded. All 
the Confirmation ceremonies have also concluded. The remaining 
Confirmation celebration for Sixth Class in Crab Lane NS takes 
place in St. Michael’s in April. These have been great days and 
evenings for families, schools and our parishes. May the Lord bless 
all involved.

New Ministers of the Word & Eucharist – this began successfully 
last Tuesday evening and continues on next Thursday 19th 
March @ 7pm provided by the Office of Mission & Ministry in the 
Diocese. Please contact Fr. Michael if you wish to become involved 
or recommend another person. Our parish needs many more 
volunteers.

St. Patrick’s Day – Tuesday 17th March – Masses @ 9am & 11am.

Easter Dues Envelopes will be distributed to homes this week 
and are available in the church as well. Thank you so much for your 
generosity and support.

Fr. Michael
085 8735905 frmichael@corkandross.org

1. The blind man makes a journey of faith, rooted in an experience 
of healing from the hand of Jesus. This experience has potential to 
grow and deepen. What has been my experience of the healing
presence of Jesus in my life? Prayer of thanksgiving.
2. Under pressure, the blind man and the community he stands for 
are obliged to reflect again and again on what they really believe. 
What has happened to my faith in times of pressure against 
believing? Prayer of faith.
3. Amazing Grace has the words: I once was lost, and now I’m 
found. Jesus goes out of his way to find the blind man and bring 
him through the next stage of faith. What has my experience of 
finding my “self ” been? When have I been touched by Jesus? Is he 
reaching out to me now? Prayer of conversion.
4. The blind man witnesses to his experience, in spite of 
conventional, even orthodox opposition. Perhaps this has been 
part of my experience too? Prayer of witnessing.

When taking a gospel story for prayer, it is often helpful to break 
the story up into its individual sections. Each section represents 
a movement, an interaction between the characters. This is 
particularly true of a long story such as the one we have today. 
There are six different scenes in this story. Any one of them could 
be the focal point for your prayer. Try to identify the movement 
in the section you take for prayer. The objective is to discover the 
Good News in the story. The Good News is that the story of grace 
is deeper than the story of sin, both in the gospels and in our lives. 
One should also note the different characters in the story, for 
each of them could be a character with whom you can identify. 
In this story we have Jesus, the blind beggar, the disciples, the 
neighbours, the blind man’s parents and the Pharisees.
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ENTRANCE - Dóchas Linn Naomh Pádraig

Dóchas linn Naomh Pádraig aspal mór na hÉireann, 
Ainm oirdhearc gléigeal, solas mór an tsaoil é. 
D'fhill le soiscéal grá dúinn d'ainneoin blianta i ngéibheann. 
Grá mór Mhac na páirte, d'fhuascail cách ón daorbhroid. 

Sléibhte, gleannta, máighe, 's bailte mór na hÉireann: 
Ghlan sé iad go deo dúinn, míle glóir dár naomh dhil. 
Iarr’mid ort, a Phádraig, guí orainn na Gaela, 
Dia linn lá 'gus oíche 's Pádraig Aspal Éireann.

RECESSIONAL -Hymn to Saint Patrick

Hail, glorious St. Patrick, dear saint of our isle, 
On us thy poor children bestow a sweet smile; 
And now thou art high in the mansions above, 
On Erin's green valleys look down in thy love. 
On Erin's green valleys, on Erin's green valleys, 
On Erin's green valleys look down in thy love. 

Ever bless and defend the dear land of our birth, 
Where shamrock still blooms as when thou were on earth, 
Our hearts shall still burn wheresoever we roam, 
For God and St. Patrick, and our native home.
For God and St. Patrick, for God and St. Patrick,
For God and St. Patrick, and our native home.

St. Patrickœs Day HYMNS


