
St Michael's Parish, Blackrock, Cork BAPTISMS: 	 Please contact the parish office.
MARRIAGES: 	 Minimum 3 months notice required by 
		  Church and State.
		  Pre-marriage course required.

Email : info@stmichaelsblackrock.ie      	 Website: www.stmichaelsblackrock.ie
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmichaelsblackrock | Parish Mobile No. (086) 813 6877

WEEKLY MASS LEAFLET UPDATES:
Email to : parish@stmichaelsblackrock.ie

Mass Times
Sundays: 		  9 am & 11 am
Saturday Vigil:	 6.00 pm
Tuesday & Friday: 	9.30 am
Baptisms are held on the 2nd and 4th 
Saturdays of each month at 4pm.
Fr. Michael Keohane Co-PP

There can be no “part-time” discipleship. Likewise, there can be 
no parttime prayer. The deep reason behind this is that God 

loves my whole person and desires all that I am. Constancy in 
discipleship demands constancy in prayer; and constancy in prayer 
builds discipleship. In other words, they can be no separation of 
life and prayer— the goal is the same, the integration of my whole 
self into the Christian project. However, the relationship is primary. 
It is not that practical action is more important and prayer helps, 
but that prayer is more important and how I live is the test of my 
prayer.

Prayer
God, who love the human race, your love touches our deepest selves 
and fills us with joy in believing. Help us to respond to your love in 
constant prayer and faithful discipleship.
Amen.

Thought for the day

PARISH DEFIBRILLATORS
There are 2 Defibrillators located in the Parish,

 one in the village & one outside Murphy’s Circle K 
PetrolStation. The code to operate both is 2017

BLACKROCK ST VINCENT DE PAUL
Fr. Michael has generously offered the poor box 

near the exit as a collection point for SVP.  
If you wish to contribute any time, it would be appreciated. 

K O’Mahony OSA

1334

A brief introduction on Sunday's readings

Anam Cara, the organisation that supports 
bereaved parents, will hold its monthly 
Parent Support Evening on Tuesday 21st 
October at 7.30pm in the Fernhill House 
Hotel, Clonakilty.
 This event is free and open to all bereaved parents regardless of 
the age your child died, the circumstances of their death, or how 
recent their death was. You do not need to register in advance. 
 To find out more call 01 4045378 or email info@anamcara.ie
Online Bereavement Information Evening on Thursday 30th 
October at 7pm. Log on www.anamcara.ie & follow link.

Baptisms
Olan Patrick Molloy O’Leary.
Welcome to the Christian Family.

Recently Deceased
John ''Langton'' Fitzgerald, 
	 Ringmahon, Blackrock
Kathleen Ann Drummond, 
	 Oakdene, Blackrock
Rest in Peace

Reflections

Mass cards are available in the sacristy after every mass
both at weekend and weekdays.

The Papers Say..........

Parable of the woman and the unjust judge

It is just possible that the woman in this Sunday’s parable is a bit 
more feisty than might seem at first glance. The judge says in the 

Jerusalem Bible version, “she keeps pestering me I must give this 
widow her just rights, or she will persist in coming and worry me 
to death.” Behind the mild expression “worry me to death” lies the 
Greek  “hypōpiazē”. The original Greek has an intriguing range of 
meanings:

1. to blacken an eye, give a black eye, strike in the face
2. to bring someone to submission by constant annoyance, wear 
down
3. to put under strict discipline, punish, treat roughly, torment

The choice is between meanings 1 and 2!!

19/10/2025  		  29th Sunday Ordinary Time

Breast Cancer Awareness Month
takes place  October 1st-31st.
For further information, please log onto 
www.breastcancerireland.com.

First reading 	  	  Exodus 17:8-13
The story of Moses and his arms raised will sound a bit strange 
to us today. Taken at a simple level, it illustrates stamina and 
steadfastness—just like the persistent woman in the Gospel story.
Second reading 	 	 2 Timothy 3:14-4:2
We may sometimes wonder why such ancient writings as the 
Hebrew Bible and the New Testament are read. There’s part of a 
response in today’s passage from 2 Timothy.
Gospel 	  		  Luke 18:1-8
This story will surely ring a bell. In the original, the expression “she’ll 
worry me to death” could read either “she’ll give me a slap” or “she’ll 
give me a black eye”!!

I pray & pray & pray
and I never get
what i want!!

Irish Catholic.   (1) Doing small things in a big way. --  The 
upcoming Pre-Synodal Assembly in Kilkenny.  (2). Noel Skehan 
and the ever-changing face of the GAA. (3). Mary Kenny:   Ireland's 
passion for Palestine and what lies behind it.  (4). Garry O'Sullivan:  
The time for reflection has passed  --  Ireland's Church now needs a 
national plan.

Tablet of 4/10.      (1) Re-Christianising  the republic. --  Battle for 
the soul of France.  (2)   US politics --  Supreme challenge.    Over the 
next few weeks we will discover if the nine Supreme Court justices  
- seven raised as Catholics - will try to curb President Trump's 
aggressive assertion of executive power. (3). Archbishop McElroy of 
Washington urges Catholics to pledge to support migrants.   
(4).  Link with China unbreakable  --  Bishops' visit builds on historic 
connection with Maynooth seminary.

Tablet of 11/10.   (1). The Manchester synagogue attack. --  A 
climate of fear. (2). Europe and religion  --  The future of the 
European project will be in peril argues a German bishop, if it loses 
its spiritual depth, historical awareness and prophetic voice (3). 
Francis Campbell, the former British ambassador to the Holy See, 
looks  back on two teachers who kept his mind open in Northern 

SECOND COLLECTION W/E 19th. OCTOBER, 2025
PROPAGATION OF THE FAITH.

ENTRANCE – Hail Queen of Heaven
Hail, Queen of heav'n, the ocean Star:
Guide of the wand'rer here below,
Thrown on life's surge, we claim thy care;
Save us from peril and from woe.
Mother of Christ, Star of the Sea,
Pray for the wand'rer, pray for me.
 
O gentle, chaste, and spotless Maid,
We sinners make our prayers through thee;
Remind thy Son that He has paid
The price of our iniquity.
Virgin most pure, Star of the sea,
Pray for the sinner, pray for me.

RECESSIONAL - How Great Thou Art
Oh Lord, my God, when I in awesome wonder
consider all the worlds Thy hands have made
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,
thy power throughout the universe displayed.

CHORUS: Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to thee:
How great Thou art, how great Thou art.
Then sings my soul, my Saviour God to thee:
How great Thou art, how great Thou art.

When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation
and take me home, what joy shall fill my heart;
Then I shall bow, in humble adoration,
And then proclaim, my God, how great Thou art.
CHORUS: Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee etc.

1. The purpose of prayer is not to change God’s mind, but to 
change ourselves and we can be slow to move. When have you 
found that persistence in prayer strengthened your faith in the
presence of God with you in that struggle?
2. The context of the story may be a concern about the delay in 
the final coming of the Lord. Have there been times when your 
persistence in prayer, or action, was eventually rewarded after a
period when you had doubts about the outcome? What were the 
fruits of your persistent prayer?
3. Behind the story lies the final question of Jesus: Who does have 
faith? Who have been models of faith and trust in God for you? 
How has that trust been shown in their lives? How is it shown in
yours?
PRAYER
Lord, tireless guardian of your people, always ready to hear the 
cries of your chosen ones, teach us to rely, day and night, on your 
care. Support our prayer lest we grow weary. Impel us to seek your 
enduring justice and your ever-present help. Amen.

i think jesus is talking
about our faithful
prayer in times
of persecution.

i am being persecuted!
I'm not getting
what i want!!

Pioneer Table Quiz  Friday 5th November at 7.30 p.m.
Togher Community Centre 7.30p.m T12 TX2Y Adm. €20 per table
Great Prizes     Refreshments provided 
Entries for the Quiz due by Friday 7th November.
For Entries and further details, contact: 
Aislinn Cogan 	  0879699488.  	 aislinncogan@gmail.com
Sorcha Uí Laoghaire  0863642619	  sorchaol@gmail.com

Medjugorje Pilgrimage May 27th 2026, 7 nights, €949 pps 
(€849 if paid in full by Nov 3rd). Staying in Hotel Leone (half board). 
Spiritual Director Fr. Ted Sheehan. 
Group Leader Sean O’Shaughnessy 0862959380 / 
medjugorjecork@icloud.com.  Or contact JWT on 01 2410800. 
Places Limited. Early booking advisable.

Beaumont Boys School
Applications for Junior Infant and Special class enrolment at
Beaumont Boys School will open on the 1st of October 2025.
Applications may be made online via the school website at:
www.beaumontboys.ie

Do This in Memory

This weekend, we 
have the Enrolment 

Mass for the First Holy 
Communion children 
and their families.  This 
parish-based programme 
went very well last year 
and we look forward to the same this year.  Children and families 
have a very good experience of welcome and participation.  The 
presence of the children brings life to our church and we all really 
welcome that.  Their presence also brings life long memories.  
Many of us still recall our own preparations for the sacraments 
and church visits as children.  We want to give this generation the 
same positive experience and this parish-based programme gives 
families a helpful structure for this to happen.

We hope to have the Enrolment Mass for the Confirmation children 
very soon to give them a good parish experience and St. Michael’s 
Church at its best.  Fr. Michael

Annual Remembrance Mass - for all those who have died in 
our parish over the last year will be celebrated on Monday 3rd 
November @ 7pm.  Letters of Invitation to families are currently 
available in the church or being delivered.

November Novena for the Dead – Sunday 2nd to Monday 10th 
November.  There will be Mass each weekday @ 9.30am during the 
Novena.  Envelopes and Lists are available in the church.

Blessing of Graves – on Sunday 2nd November @ 3pm in St. 
Michael’s Cemetery.

Do This in Memory – welcome to the First Holy Communion 
children and their families to their Enrolment Mass this Saturday 
evening @ 6pm.  May the Lord bless the children, their families, 
their school communities and our parish.  

Altar Servers – we are very proud of our new altar servers and 
would love to see more boys and girls join them to expand the 
team and help us at weekend Masses.  

Family of Parishes Alpha Programme – continues each 
Wednesday evening in SMA Blackrock Road at 7.30pm until 20th 
November.  People are welcome any Wednesday evening to 
participate.

SMA Parish – Sunday Masses continue temporarily @ 10am & 
12noon in Crab Lane NS (Portakabin) off Boreenmanna Road.  

Fr. Michael
085 8735905
frmichael@corkandross.org 


