H 1 = BAPTISMS: Please contact the parish office.
St MlChael S Pa I‘ISh, BIaCKrOCK 25/01/2026 Sunday of the Word of God MARRIAGES:  Minimum 3 months notice required by
Email : info@stmichaelsblackrock.ie Website: www.stmichaelsblackrock.ie WEEKLY MASS LEAFLET UPDATES: Church apd State. .
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmichaelsblackrock | Parish Mobile No. (086) 813 6877 Email to : parish@stmichaelsblackrock.ie 1427 Pre-marriage course required.
Mass Times Catholic Schools Week runs from 18th — 24th January with the SUNDAY OF THE WORD OF GOD Thought for the day

Sundays: 9am & 11 am
Saturday Vigil: 6.00 pm
Tuesday & Friday: 9.30 am
Baptisms are held on the 2nd and 4th

Saturdays of each month at 4pm.
Fr. Michael Keohane Co-PP
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Recently Deceased

Terence (Terry) Lee. Kilbrack Lawn.
Thomas (Tommy) Quirke.
Blackrock/Castletownbere.

Rest in Peace

theme, Normal Lives, Called to Holiness! The 2026 theme invites

/| pupils, teachers, families, and parishes to explore the call to holiness
as something both universal and accessible. Holiness is not for a
few, but for all; for every student, teacher, parent, and grandparent
living each day in friendship with Jesus. We give thanks for the great
work of our Catholic schools and pray for all involved.

Confirmation 2026 — Ceremony of Light — Saturday 31st January @
6pm Mass - in preparation for the celebration of the Sacrament of
Confirmation on Mon. 2nd March.

A brief introduction on Sunday's readings

First reading Is 8:23-9:3 (9:1-4)
Our Gospel reading quotes part of this passage. It was written at a
time of false economic growth and real international pressure. In

Welcoming Families -
ast Saturday we welcomed the First
Holy Communion children and their
families to the evening Mass as one of
the eight Do This in Memory Masses
from last October to next May. Next

Saturday, we will welcome the Confirmation candidates and their
families to a second Mass in the church as part of their Ceremony
of Light in preparation for Confirmation. That means that we will
have ten Masses throughout the school year for the Sacremental
classes building on preparations in their schools and their homes.

Families really appreciate the welcome they receive at these
Masses in the church. This is a simple formula of nurturing
involvement and participation of a large number of young people
and their families. We are also extending the team of altar servers
in the church building relationships with families. The best part
of this is that young people and families really appreciate being
involved and there is a lovely atmosphere in the church.

While there are many counter attractions and alternatives for our
young people and their families there is an evident willingness to
be part of the parish and church. May we all continue to support
our children and young people and work together to make sure
that coming to the church is a good experience. May the Lord
bless all our young people, their families, schools and our parish

for the year ahead. Fr. Michael

the face of these, the prophet does offer hope—but as the gift of
God alone.

Second reading 1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 17

In the light of the week of prayer for Christian unity, this reading
should speak to us all. Conflict, even with Christianity, is normal.
The question is whether it should lead to division or rather a deeper
communion in Christ.

Gospel Matthew 4:12-23

Although we have been reading Matthew since the start of Advent,
today we begin reading the Gospel continuously from the start of
Jesus’ ministry. The ministry begins with a ringing proclamation of
the Kingdom, a proclamation which lays the foundations for all that
follows.

n his first major communication as bishop of Rome, The Joy of the

Gospel, Pope Francis wrote the following words:
The study of the sacred Scriptures must be a door opened to every
believer. It is essential that the revealed word radically enrich our
catechesis and all our efforts to pass on the faith. Evangelisation
demands familiarity with God’s word, which calls for dioceses,
parishes and Catholic associations to provide for a serious, ongoing
study of the Bible, while encouraging its prayerful individual and
communal reading.

This strong invitation was followed by two initiatives. In

2019, Pope Francis established the Sunday of the Word of God, to
be marked on the Sunday when we begin our consecutive reading
of the Gospel for the year. In 2020, he set up the Synodal Pathway,
a vast unlocking of energy across the whole Catholic world. This
powerful and participative initiative — a reality in our diocese — is
explicitly rooted in Scripture and prayer. While there are different
voices, | am convinced the Synodal Pathway has to work if there
is to be a church into the future. And if it is to work, it has to be
founded on the Word of God.

he heart of Jesus’ proclamation is given in today’s Gospel. As

is often noted, the word “repent”is not the best translation
of the original Greek and it would be better to use some other
expression such as “convert.” It really means a new way of looking
at everything, a new mind or outlook. It may of course include
being sorry about the past, but the real energy is towards the
future: “convert and put your trust in the Good News."We could
put it like this: from what are we called to conversion is important;
more important is towards what are we being called?
Prayer
Open our hearts, loving Father, that we may know both healing and
hope. Touch our inmost selves and bring us the wholeness we need.
Plant in our hearts the vision of your reign that we be people of hope,
faith and love.

K O’Mahony OSA

Sunday of the Word of God - Enthronement Prayer -

We gather on the Lord’s Day as people of faith to revere and honour
the Word of God. From ancient times, the open book of the Sacred
Scriptures has been enthroned at Church councils and in cathedrals,
in parish churches and in homes. Today, you invite us, Lord, to listen
once more to your Word, to treasure it in our hearts, to meditate on
it and to share it with others. We thank you for this opportunity to
celebrate your Word. We ask you to send your Holy Spirit to touch our
minds and hearts, so that we may discover, understand, and live your
message for us. We make our prayer through Christ your Son, your

Word made flesh. Amen.

Confirmations 2026
Mon. 23rd Feb.
Mon. 2nd Mar.

Gaelscoil Mhachan (in Holy Cross)
Beaumont GNS & BNS, Scoil Ursula

St. Michael’s NS & School of the Divine Child

Thurs. 5th Mar.
Wed. 11th Mar.

Wed. 29th Apr.  Crab Lane NS (in St. Michael’s)

St. Anthony’s BNS (in St. Michael’s)
Scoil na Croise Naofa (in Holy Cross)

Christmas Dues Envelopes - remain available in the church.
Contributions can also be given to the ‘Priests Collection’via the

Donate button on the parish website.
Fr. Michael

085 8735905 frmichael@corkandross.org

The Papers Say..........

Tablet Double Issue. (1). Faith and cinema -- Martin Scorsese's
confession. (2). Margaret Hebblethwaite: Is it time for Gustavo
Gutierrez, known as the Father of Liberation Theology, to be added
to the 38 Doctors of the Church?

Tablet of 3/1.  (1). Democracy and Human rights -- The despairs
of Jacques Maritain. (2). Letters -- Alternatives to female deacons
and (3) Archbishop Eamon Martin surprised at women deacons
decision

Tablet of 19/1 (1). Pope Leo demands respect for international law
and states the US attack on Venezuela is a 'cause of deep concern’
(2). Messages in Dublin on World Day of Peace follow Pope's lead
on meaning of faith -- Build trust, hope and fraternity. (3). Man with
a mission -- Abbot Hugh Allan, who coordinates the Church's work
communicating the Gospel, is not surprised that the young are
increasingly open to religious belief

Messenger. (1).Fr. Gerard Condon of Cloyne diocese: Baptism of
Children. (2). Fr. Gerry O'Hanlon SJ:  The Synod -- Forward Action
and Decision

Irish Catholic. (7). Fr. Kieran O'Mahony OSA: Lectio Divina. -- Jesus
said: Follow me! (2).Breakthrough in the Dail. -- The recent Dail
vote on abortion is a reminder of the volatility that still surrounds
theissue. - but also of the possibilities now emerging for future
pro-life wins

PRETTY HANDY THAT
THEY WERE IN THE
FISHING BUSINESS

SO JESUS COULD
MAKE A PLAY ON

I THINK IT TEACHES US THAT
JESUS CALLS US TO WITNESS
IN THE CONTEXT OF OUR
VARIOUS VOCATIONS

AND I'D LIKE TO THINK THAT
THE LIVING WORD OF GOD
ALWAYS HAS A FABULOUS TURN
OF PHRASE AT THE READY

, WorDs (’\—\, («\—5
{“_,,) L@> <J}d <f:(¢;

Reflections

1. Jesus moved to Capernaum to establish a home there, a home
that would besecure and give him a base for his future ministry.
Where have you found a secure base for your life and work?
2."The people who sat in darkness have seen a great light” ... Jesus
applies this to himself and his message. Who have been the Jesus
people who have been a source of light to you? Have you been
such a light for others?

3.”“From that time Jesus began to proclaim...” This marks a turning
point in the life of Jesus. From now on his mission was clear to him
and he spoke out. Can you recall turning points in your life after
which the future became more clear?

4. His message was a call to repentance, to a change of attitude
toward God, from seeing God as one to be feared to seeing God as
a God of love. When have you heard that call in your life? What
was it like for you?

5. Jesus invited disciples to join him in his mission. What have been
the occasions in your life when you have had an invitation to join
someone in a great project? What was that like for you? Have you
given that invitation to others?

6. In responding, the disciples “left their nets” to follow Jesus.
Sometimes we have to disentangle ourselves from other things to
give ourselves freely and wholeheartedly to a commitment. Have
you experienced being “enmeshed” and being free?

7.Inv. 23 we have a summary of the ministry of Jesus -
“proclaiming the good news of the kingdom” and witnessing to
this by teaching and healing. Who has been such a witness to you?
What have been the signs that accompanied their witness? When
have you done this yourself ?

PRAYER

God of salvation, the splendour of your glory dispels the darkness of
earth, for in Christ we behold the nearness of your kingdom.

Now make us quick to follow where he beckons, eager to embrace the
tasks of the gospel.

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son who lives and
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God for ever and ever.
Amen.

Sunday Cuppa continues in the Parish Centre
after 11 am mass on 1st February 2026 for tea,
bikkies and more chat!

Cheaper than the Vlllage cos |t's free!!

VW welcome - go on/

Songs of Praise: Choir directors, choir and music group
members, organists, musicians, singers etc are warmly invited

to Songs of Praise on Sunday, February 1st 2026 at 2.30pm in
the Cathedral of St. Mary and St. Anne. Join us for an afternoon
of reflection, prayer, learning new music, and lifting our voices
together in praise. This is a free event (donations welcome on the
day). Light hospitality will be provided.

Please register in advance via: tinyurl.com/songsofpraise2026

Mass Cards are available in the sacristy after every mass
both at weekend and weekdays.

ENTRANCE - Be Still, for the Presence of the Lord

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One, is here.
Come, bow before him now, with reverence and fear.

In him no sin is found. We stand on holy ground.

Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One, is here.

Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around;

He burns with holy fire, with splendour he is crowned.
How awesome is the sight, our radiant King of Light!

Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around.

Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place;

He comes to cleanse and heal, to minister his grace.
No work too hard for him; in faith receive from him.
Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place.

RECESSIONAL Christ be beside me

Christ be beside me, Christ be before me,
Christ be behind me, King of my heart.
Christ be within me, Christ be below me,
Christ be above me, never to part.

Christ on my right hand, Christ on my left hand, ¢
Christ all around me, shield in the strife.

Christ in my sleeping, Christ in my sitting,
Christ in my rising, light of my heart.

Christ be in all hearts thinking about me,
Christ be on all tongues telling of me.
Christ be the vision in eyes that see me,
In ears that hear me Christ ever be.

The monthly Coffee Morning will resume on
Friday January 30th at the Rockies Club, Church
Road @ 10.30am. Now in its third year, the monthly
get-together has proved to be a great success

and eagerly looked forward to social occasions.
For the first one of the New Year we have invited

a representative of ALONE to come along and
address us and outline the activities and benefits of their
association. This should be a very interesting topic and we expect
a large crowd as usual so come along early. Looking forward

to seeing you all and a few new faces at The Rockies on Friday
morning. We'll have the Tea and Coffee and usual goodies and
we're also promised some Christmas Cake.
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BLACKROCK ST VINCENT DE PAUL
Church Gate collection will take place on
Week ending 1st February 2026
Your support as always is greatly appreciated.
THERE WILL BE ONLY 1 COLLECTION ON THE SVP WEEKEND




